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Abstract

This essay examines the parallels between the Mikir (Karbi) figure of Sot Recho, the "Humble
King," as depicted in the oral tradition of the sacred Chingthong Moserah, and the Biblical
Messiah, Yeshua (Jesus), as described in Hebrew prophecies and New Testament accounts.
Drawing from oral narratives, interviews with Mikir elders, and Biblical texts, this study highlights
similarities in their roles as humble, divinely chosen kings who faced rejection, sacrificed for
their people, and are anticipated to return. The analysis underscores shared themes of humility,

divine nature, and redemptive suffering, while acknowledging cultural and historical distinctions.
Introduction

The Mikir people, an indigenous group in Northeast India, preserve a rich oral tradition known
as the Chingthong Moserah, which includes narratives about Sot Recho, the "Humble King."
This figure bears striking similarities to the Biblical Messiah, Yeshua, as described in Hebrew
prophecies (e.g., Zechariah 9:9) and New Testament accounts (e.g., Matthew 21:5). Both
figures are portrayed as humble, divinely chosen leaders who suffer for their people and are
expected to return. This essay compares these two figures across key attributes, including their
selection by the people, divine nature, rejection, sacrifice, and anticipated return, using primary

sources from the Moserah and Biblical texts, supplemented by interviews with Mikir elders.
Methodology

The primary sources for this study include the Chingthong Moserah, an oral tradition partially
transcribed but largely unwritten, and interviews with Mikir elders conducted by the author. Due

to the oral nature of the Moserah, citations reference specific sections or elder testimonies



where possible, with placeholders for untranscribed portions. Biblical references are drawn from
the New King James Version (NKJV) for consistency. The comparative method analyzes

thematic parallels while respecting the cultural and historical contexts of each tradition.

Comparative Analysis

e Shared Title: The Humble King
Both Sot Recho and the Biblical Messiah are designated as "Humble Kings." The
Moserah describes Sot Recho as a figure of humility, chosen to lead with noble qualities
(Rongphar 2024, Moserah Section). Similarly, Zechariah 9:9 prophesies the Messiah as
"lowly and riding on a donkey," fulfilled in Matthew 21:5, where Jesus enters Jerusalem
humbly (Zechariah 9:9; Matthew 21:5, NKJV). This shared title reflects their embodiment
of servant leadership.

e Selection by the People
Both kings were chosen by public acclamation. The Moserah recounts crowds selecting
Sot Recho for his noble qualities (Rongphar 2024, Elder Interview). Likewise, Matthew
21:9 records crowds hailing Jesus as the "Son of David" during his triumphal entry
(Matthew 21:9, NKJV). This public endorsement underscores their legitimacy as leaders.

e Installation on a Holy Mount
Both figures were installed on sacred mountains. The Moserah places Sot Recho’s
installation on Longleachete, the "center of the Earth" for the Karbi (Rongphar 2024,
Moserah Section). Similarly, Jesus’ triumphal entry occurs near Jerusalem’s Mount of
Olives (Matthew 21:1-11, NKJV). These locations symbolize divine authority and
centrality in their respective cosmologies.

e Public Perception of Humility
Both kings were recognized for their humility despite their qualifications. The Moserah
notes that the Karbi sought a qualified king and found Sot Recho’s humility exemplary
(Rongphar 2024, Elder Interview). Similarly, the crowds in Jerusalem sought a messianic
king and found Jesus’ humility fitting (Matthew 21:9, NKJV). This shared perception
highlights humility as a divine attribute.

e Sinlessness
Both figures are depicted as sinless. The Moserah describes Sot Recho as "fully
innocent, without sin" (Rongphar 2024, Moserah Section). Hebrews 4:15 states that
Jesus, though tempted, was "without sin" (Hebrews 4:15, NKJV). This sinlessness
elevates both figures as moral exemplars and divine representatives.

e Divine Nature
Both kings transcend humanity. The Moserah portrays Sot Recho as "not merely man
but also God" (Rongphar 2024, Moserah Section). Jesus claims divine unity with God,
saying, “l and the Father are one” (John 10:30, NKJV). This divine nature underscores
their roles as mediators between humanity and the divine.

e Rejection by Their People
Both kings faced rejection. The Moserah recounts Sot Recho’s rejection by the Karbi
(Rongphar 2024, Elder Interview). Similarly, John 1:11 notes that Jesus “came to His



own, and His own did not receive Him” (John 1:11, NKJV). Rejection highlights the
tension between divine mission and human response.

Growth Amid Opposition

Both kings grew in stature despite opposition. The Moserah describes Sot Recho
growing physically as enemies attacked, frustrating them (Rongphar 2024, Moserah
Section). Jesus’ reputation grew as opposition intensified (John 11:45-57, NKJV). This
growth reflects divine resilience.

Enemies and Their Symbolism

The Moserah identifies Sot Recho’s enemy as Tongklong Meji, possibly linked to a
7th-century figure or symbolic of Persian Magi or public leaders (Rongphar 2024, Elder
Interview). In the Biblical narrative, Jesus faced opposition from religious leaders and
Roman authorities, such as Pilate and Herod (Matthew 27:1-2, NKJV). 7th-century Maji
would be quite different than the 1st-century Magi in Matthew 2:1-12.

Sacrificial Mercy

Both kings permitted their people to flee. The Moserah records Sot Recho saying, “Let
them go” (Rongphar 2024, Moserah Section). Jesus, during his arrest, instructs his
disciples to flee (John 18:8, NKJV). This act of mercy prioritizes their followers’ safety.
Self-Sacrifice

Both kings sacrificed themselves. The Moserah describes Sot Recho surrendering to
enemies, sacrificing his life (Rongphar 2024, Moserah Section). Jesus willingly dies on
the cross (John 10:17-18, NKJV). This self-sacrifice is central to their redemptive roles.
Promise of Return

The Moserah states that Sot Recho promised to meet his people after a “three-month
imprisonment” (Rongphar 2024, Elder Interview), though no resurrection is explicitly
mentioned. Jesus promises to return after his death and resurrection (Matthew 28:6,
NKJV). The Mikir/Karbi oral tradition may reflect a distorted memory of resurrection
motifs.

Post-Sacrifice Narratives

The Moserah’s post-sacrifice narrative parallels Matthew 28:11-15, where guards
spread a false report about Jesus’ resurrection (Rongphar 2024, Moserah Section ;
Matthew 28:11-15, NKJV). Both traditions preserve stories that persist among their
people.

Cultural Misinterpretations

The Moserah’s reference to “three months imprisonment” instead of three days, and
symbolic imagery like “iron cages” for crucifixion nails, reflects oral tradition’s poetic
license and lack of eyewitness accounts (Rongphar 2024, Elder Interview). This
contrasts with the historical specificity of Biblical accounts (Luke 24:46, NKJV).
Symbolism of the Golden Sword

The Moserah’s “golden sword” may symbolize divine judgment wielded by enemies,
possibly inspired by the Holy Spirit (Rongphar 2024, Moserah Section), which may
parallel the Script’'s Judgment Seat (Romans 14:10).

Regret and Repentance

The Mikir/Karbi, realizing their rejection of Sot Recho, became sorrowful (Rongphar



2024, Elder Interview). Similarly, Acts 2:37 describes Jews’ remorse for handing Jesus
over to death. This regret fosters repentance in both traditions.

Faith in Return

The Mikir believe in Sot Recho’s promised return (Rongphar 2024, Moserah Section).
Christians await Jesus’ second coming (Acts 1:11, NKJV).

Lack of Genealogy

The Moserah does not detail Sot Recho’s nativity or genealogy, akin to the Messiah’s
depiction as eternal preist in the order of Melchizedek (Rongphar 2024, Moserah
Section; Hebrews 7:3). Both figures transcend human origins.

Perceived Curse

The Mikir attribute their suffering to rejecting Sot Recho (Rongphar 2024, Elder
Interview). Similarly, some Jewish traditions link Jerusalem’s destruction and their long
diasporas to rejecting the Messiah (Isaiah 53:8).

Eschatological Unity

The Moserah envisions a gathering of the Mikir/Karbi as a sign of Sot Recho’s return
(Rongphar 2024, Moserah Section ). Revelation 7:9-10 describes a gathering of nations
at Jesus'’ return (Revelation 7:9-10).

End of the World

Both traditions link the kings’ return to the world’s end. The Moserah predicts cosmic
upheaval (Rongphar 2024, Moserah Section ), while Matthew 24:29-31 describes
apocalyptic signs.

Forgiveness

Both kings offer forgiveness. The Moserah states Sot Recho forgives believers
(Rongphar 2024, Elder Interview ). Jesus offers forgiveness to those who believe (Luke
23:34).

Royal Identity

Sot Recho is the Mikir king, akin to Jesus as “King of the Jews” (Rongphar 2024,
Moserah Section; Matthew 27:37)

Invincibility

The Moserah claims Sot Recho was impossible to kill (Rongphar 2024, Elder Interview).
Jesus’ resurrection affirms his triumph over death (Matthew 28:6). Invincibility affirms
their divine power.

Return to Their People

Sot Recho’s return is expected in Karbi lands, as Jesus’ is in Israel (Rongphar 2024,
Moserah Section ; Zechariah 14:4). This geographic specificity ties their return to cultural
identity.

Miraculous Signs

The Moserah predicts miracles at Sot Recho’s return, such as floating stones and
germinating eggs (Rongphar 2024, Moserah Section ). Matthew 24:30 describes cosmic
signs at Jesus’ return. These miracles signal divine enndoresment.

Historical Claims

The Moserah claims the Mikir sought to install Sot Recho on a holy mount in Israel
(Rongphar 2024, Elder Interview). This parallels Jesus’ installation in Jerusalem
(Matthew 21:1-11).



e Divine Confirmation
The Karbi associate Sot Recho with “Pothe Ningre,” the Great Father and Spirit of
Wisdom (Rongphar 2024, Moserah Section). The Holy Spirit's descent as a dove
confirms Jesus’ identity (Matthew 3:16).

e Humility as Core Virtue
Humility defines both kings. The Moserah emphasizes Sot Recho’s servant-like nature
(Rongphar 2024, Elder Interview). Jesus’ humility is evident in his incarnation, service,
and death (Philippians 2:7; John 13:5). This shared virtue is their hallmark.

Discussion

The parallels between Sot Recho and the Biblical Messiah suggest a universal archetype of the
humble, sacrificial king. Both figures embody humility, divine authority, and redemptive suffering,
yet their narratives reflect distinct cultural contexts. The Moserah’s oral nature introduces poetic
and symbolic elements, such as the “golden sword” or “three-month imprisonment,” which may
change historical events compared to the Bible’s written accounts. The Karbi’s belief in a curse
and anticipated return mirrors scripture’s eschatology, suggesting shared human concerns
about guilt, redemption, and hope. However, the lack of genealogical detail for Sot Recho and

the absence of a clear resurrection narrative distinguish the Moserah from Biblical accounts.

Conclusion

The comparison of Sot Recho and the Biblical Messiah reveals profound similarities in their
roles as humble kings who sacrifice for their people and inspire hope for return. While the
Moserah’s oral tradition lacks the historical specificity of Biblical texts, its thematic resonance
with scriptural narratives underscores universal themes of humility and redemption. Future
research could explore the historical origins of these parallels, possibly tracing cultural
exchanges or archetypal patterns.
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